Medical  Officer’s  ‘Annum,  Report, 


1909. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  Estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1909,  35434. 

Births.  670  registered,  631  legitimate,  39  illegitimate.  Birth 
Rate,  18 '90  per  1000. 

Deaths.  441  registered,  397  Residents,  44  Non-Residents. 
Actual  death  rate  of  the  City,  1 1  ’20.  Principal  causes  of  death — 
Heart  Disease  56,  Lung  Disease  52,  Cancer  51,  Tuberculous 
Disease  51,  Premature  Birth  13. 

Zymotic  Mortality.  Measles  7,  Whooping  Cough  1,  Diph¬ 
theria  3,  Enteric  Fever  3,  Influenza  9,  Infantile  Diarrhoea  1, 
Erysipelas  1,  Total  25.  Mortality  • 7 . 

Infantile  Mortality,  48.  71  per  1000  births  registered. 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  42,  or  66  per  1000  births  registered. 
Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  6,  or  153  per  1000  births  registered. 
The  Notification  of  Births  Act  has  not  at  present  been  adopted. 
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Comparative  Statistics  of  the  Four  Wards. 


Ward. 

Popu¬ 

lation. 

Total 

Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Death 

Rate. 

Death  Rate 
of  Infants. 

NORTH  WARD 

7250 

152 

20-96 

74 

10-20 

70 

WEST  WARD 

12294 

226 

1 8  ‘38 

132 

10-73 

44 

EAST  WARD  ... 

11635 

207 

17-78 

149 

12-80 

101 

SOUTH  WARD 

4255 

85 

19-97 

38 

8-93 

70 

The  North  Ward  has  the  highest  birth  rate,  the  South  Ward 
the  lowest  death  rate,  whilst  in  the  East  Ward  the  birth  rate  is  the 
lowest,  and  the  death  rate  the  highest  of  the  four  Wards. 

DISEASE  INCIDENCE. 

Small  Pox.  No  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  22  Notifications,  3  deaths,  one  that  of  an  infant 
a  month  old. 

Scarlet  Fever.  60  Notifications.  Mortality  nil.  The  en¬ 
demic  character  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  chiefly  due  to  “Missed”  cases  ; 
a  child  becomes  indisposed  with  slight  sore  throat,  accompanied 
by  an  evanescent  red  rash,  most  marked  on  the  chest,  and  is 
apparently  quite  well  in  a  day  or  two,  the  parents  do  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  call  in  a  medical  man,  so  after  an  absence  of  a  few 
days  the  child  is  sent  back  to  school  to  spread  the  disease  amongst 
the  other  members  of  its  class.  At  one  school  inspection  I  dis¬ 
covered  one  child  peeling,  14  other  children  subsequently  contracted 
Scarlet  Fever,  all  under  6  years  of  age.  In  one  case  a  boy  was 
sent  back  to  school  after  an  absence  of  3  weeks,  but  owing  to  the 
vigilance  of  the  Head  Mistress,  he  was  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
class  rooms,  as  the  desquamation  on  his  hands  was  most  apparent. 
Being  such  a  flagrant  case,  the  Corporation  decided  to  prosecute 
as  a  warning,  two  summonses  were  therefore  served  upon  the  parents, 
one  for  failing  to  notify,  the  other  for  wilful  exposure.  A  con¬ 
viction  followed  on  each  of  these  charges,  only  a  nominal  penalty 
was  inflicted,  but  the  Bench  at  the  same  time  intimated  that  in  future 
a  more  serious  view  would  be  taken  of  such  neglect.  I  hope  there¬ 
fore  that  the  publicity  attaching  to  these  convictions  may  serve  to 
remind  parents  of  their  duties. 

Enteric  Fever.  12  Notifications.  3  Deaths.  3  cases  might 
be  classed  as  doubtful,  no  cause  could  be  traced  in  one  instance. 


3  Children  were  removed  from  the  Workhouse,  having  been  sent 
there  from  Crowland,  a  village  8  miles  away,  and  5  cases  were 
traced  to  the  milk  supply  from  a  dairy  in  the  Rural  District,  so 
that  the  actual  amount  of  Enteric  Fever  in  the  City  is  very  small. 
On  visiting  the  farm  in  question  it  was  found  that  the  water  supply 
from  a  surface  well  was  probably  grossly  polluted  with  sewage, 
and  an  analysis  confirmed  this  opinion,  the  Bacillus  Coli  and 
Bacillus  Enteriditis  being  found  in  large  quantitites,  but  the  Bacillus 
Typhus  could  not  be  isolated,  this  particular  group  of  cases  too 
presented  in  a  marked  degree  symptons  of  Intestinal  Irritation. 
The  use  of  the  polluted  water  was  at  once  discontinued,  and  a 
fresh  supply  carted  from  the  Corporation  Mains,  besides  which  the 
owner  promptly  had  a  steam  apparatus  installed  for  cleansing 
purposes. 

Most  of  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  City  have 
secured  a  pure  supply  of  water  by  laying  down  pipes  from  the 
Corporation  Mains,  and  I  trust  their  example  will  be  shortly 
followed  by  the  village  authorities  whence  the  above-mentioned 
outbreak  emanated,  especially  as  there  are  six  dairy  farms  in  the 
village  whose  produce  is  mostly  retailed  in  Peterborough.  Pure 
water  is  an  absolute  essential  for  all  work  in  a  dairy,  moreover  the 
fact  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasized,  that  water  from  surface 
wells  is  always  liable  to  contamination.  Purveyors  of  milk  should 
therefore  see  that  it  is  in  their  own  pecuniary  interest  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  facilities  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water  above 
suspicion. 

Phthisis.  37  Deaths.  P04  per  1000.  16  Notifications  were 

received  from  the  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers  during  the  year,  viz.  : 
1 1  males  and  5  females,  average  ages  being  41  and  35  years 
respectively,  6  died  during  the  same  period. 

Cancer.  51  Deaths.  P44  per  1000. 

Alcoholism.  4  Deaths.  ‘02  per  1000. 

Schools.  My  re-appointment  for  3  years  as  Medical  Inspector 
of  school  children,  at  an  increased  salary  of  £100  per  annum  was 
confirmed  in  July,  1909.  There  are  now  28  schools,  17  for  older 
children,  1 1  for  infants  affording  accommodation  for  7300.  I 
examined  about  1600  children  during  the  year,  particular  details 
of  the  work  will  be  found  in  the  Report  on  Medical  Inspection  of 
Schools. 

SANITARY  WORK. 

House  Inspection.  Constant  supervision  is  exercised  over 
the  houses  in  the  City,  and  I  have  myself  made  a  personal  inspection 
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of  most  dwellings  in  the  poorer  districts,  as  a  rule  the  homes  were 
found  clean  and  tidy,  but  there  always  will  remain  a  residuum  who 
require  keeping  up  to  the  mark.  There  are  no  underground 
bedrooms.  Seven  cases  of  alleged  overcrowding  were  investigated, 
in  three  instances  no  fault  could  be  found,  in  regard  to  the  other 
four  the  nuisance  was  at  once  abated.  24  dirty  houses  were 
discovered. 

Bakehouses.  44.  As  regards  sanitary  arrangements  and 
whitewashing  there  is  little  to  call  for  comment,  but  more  care 
might  be  devoted  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  floors,  a  mere  sprinkling 
with  sawdust  does  not  take  the  place  of  periodical  scrubbing  with 
soap  and  water.  Notices  calling  attention  to  this  defect  are  shortly 
to  be  issued. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  8  Registered.  There  has  been 
a  decided  improvement  in  these  places  since  the  new  Bye  Laws 
were  put  into  force,  as  regards  cleanliness,  ventilation  and  decency. 
The  kitchens  might  be  whitewashed  more  frequently,  and  the 
windows  kept  open  for  longer  periods,  the  atmosphere  being 
decidedly  stuffy.  A  clearer  legal  definition  of  the  term  Common 
Lodging  House  is  required,  than  at  present  exists.  To  evade 
registration  and  supervision,  the  excuse  is  sometimes  made  that 
only  weekly  lodgers  are  accepted,  whereas  nightly  sojourners  are 
not  turned  away,  and  a  feeling  of  injustice  is  engendered  by  those 
who  endeavour  to  carry  out  the  regulations. 

Milk  Trade.  19  Cow-keepers  and  dairymen  registered,  9 
milksellers.  Premises  generally  in  good  order.  Dairies  clean, 
well  ventilated  and  free  from  any  emanations  of  sewer  gas.  But 
there  is  room  for  improvement  as  regards  cleanliness  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  milking,  the  cows  might  be  better  groomed,  and  more  soap 
and  water  might  with  advantage  be  used  on  the  udders  of  the 
cows  and  the  hands  of  the  milkers,  the  process  of  lavation  being 
generally  a  much  more  perfunctory  process.  If  this  rule  was 
strictly  carried  out,  the  detritus  now  often  found  at  the  bottom  of 
a  milk  jug  would  disappear,  which  generally  consists  of  cow  dung 
impregnated  with  germs.  These  impurities  are  no  doubt  one  of 
the  main  causes  of  Diarrhoea  in  infants,  and  cannot  be  effectually 
removed  by  Altering. 

Slaughter  Houses.  Total  number  33,  27  registered,  one  not 
in  use,  6  licensed  annually  on  payment  of  5/-.  Generally  in  good 
order,  well  drained  and  kept  clean,  2  notices  were  served  in  respect 
of  whitewashing  and  want  of  cleanliness.  There  is  no  regular 
Inspector  of  Slaughter  Houses  appointed,  holding  a  special 


certificate  in  meat  inspection,  but  visits  are  frequently  paid  by 
myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  both  when  slaughtering  is 
going  on  and  at  other  times  ;  no  Tuberculous  carcases  were  found 
in  any  Slaughter  House,  but  three  beasts  suffering  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  in  transit  were  stopped,  two  in  cattle  trucks,  one  in  a  float, 
by  the  consent  of  the  owners  they  were  all  slaughtered  and  sent 
down  to  the  Knacker’s  Yard,  also  three  diseased  sheep.  As 
regards  the  traffic  in  diseased  meat,  there  has  been  a  remarkable 
curtailment,  since  a  conviction  by  the  Peterborough  Bench  of 
Magistrates  in  November,  1908,  as  evidenced  by  the  number  of 
carcases  that  are  now  received  at  the  different  Knackers’  Yards. 
I  reckon  as  the  result  of  careful  inquiries  that  the  increased 
proportion  is  quite  three  to  one.  Nevertheless  the  law  as  regards 
this  horrible  traffic  requires  considerable  amendment.  Once  “the 
stuff  gets  through  ”  it  is  often  a  matter  of  extreme  difficulty  to 
discover  the  culprit,  owing  to  the  fictitious  names  being  adopted 
by  the  consignor  ;  it  should  be  made  a  penal  offence  to  consign 
beasts  or  meat  in  any  other  than  the  name  of  the  real  owner, 
under  existing  circumstances  names  may  with  impunity  be  changed 
as  often  as  there  are  months  in  the  year.  The  various  artifices 
adopted  by  the  members  of  the  “  Cag  Mag  ”  fraternity  to  avoid 
conviction,  are  too  numerous  to  be  mentioned  ;  these  facts  were 
strongly  brought  out  in  evidence  recently,  in  a  prosecution  by  the 
Marylebone  Town  Council  at  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court,  where 
after  costly  enquiries  and  several  adjournments  extending  over 
three  months,  the  exemplary  fine  of  £100  together  with  £25  costs 
was  ultimately  inflicted  upon  a  dealer  in  the  Midlands  for  sending 
diseased  meat  to  London.  At  the  present  time  considerable 
attention  is  being  very  properly  devoted  to  the  traffic  in  old  and 
worn  out  horses  to  the  Continent  ;  might  I  venture  to  suggest, 
that  the  Government  should  also  devote  some  of  their  spare  time 
to  the  traffic  in  unwholesome  meat  which  is  being  carried  on  all 
over  the  country. 


Food,  etc.  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  inspect  any  food 
that  was  unfit  for  human  consumption  offered  for  sale.  The 
number  of  samples  of  food  taken  by  the  police  during  the  year, 
and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  was  60,  including  20  samples 
of  Milk,  10  of  Butter,  1 1  of  Pepper,  6  of  Lard,  5  of  Mustard,  5  of 
Coffee,  and  3  of  Turpentine.  One  person  was  convicted  and  fined 
2/6  for  selling  adulterated  Coffee,  2  persons  were  proceeded  against 
for  selling  milk  deficient  in  cream,  both  cases,  dismissed  ; 
the  other  samples  were  certified  as  genuine  or  passable.  One 
baker  was  proceeded  against  for  selling  Loaves  of  Bread  deficient 
in  weight  and  fined  10/-. 
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House  Refuse.  Collected  in  covered  carts  once  a  week. 
7  Days  is  a  long  time  for  refuse  to  remain  in  the  near  vicinity  of  houses, 
and  I  should  like  to  see  a  system  of  collecting  twice  a  week  ;  for 
a  start,  a  trial  might  certainly  be  made  during  the  summer  months. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  There  have  not  been  so  many 
complaints  of  offensive  smells  from  manholes,  partly  owing  to  the 
efficient  ventilation  of  the  sewers  and  houses  ;  partly  owing  to  the 
flushing  effected  by  24  tanks,  each  automatically  discharging  1000 
gallons  of  water  twice  in  24  hours  ;  and  partly  owing  to  the 
excessive  rainfall  ;  the  services  of  a  gang  of  men  are  always  em¬ 
ployed  removing  the  silt. 

Water  Supply.  There  has  been  no  change  since  my  last 
Report.  The  supply  continues  excellent  both  in  quantity  and 
quality.  Average  daily  consumption  for  all  purposes  36^  gallons 
per  head. 

Mortuary.  The  number  of  dead  bodies  taken  to  the  public 
Mortuary  was  2. 

Disinfection.  All  disinfection  of  houses  is  carried  out  by 
means  of  Formalin  Vapour,  and  seems  to  answer  its  purpose  most 
thoroughly  ;  2  tabloids  are  used  for  every  100  cubic  feet.  Clothing, 
bedding,  and  mattresses  are  removed  to  the  Sanatorium,  where  a 
hot  air  stove  heated  by  gas  is  used. 

House  Accommodation.  In  this  respect  I  consider  that  the 
wage  earning  classes  are  well  supplied.  Some  of  the  older  cottages 
in  the  poorer  parts  of  the  town  are  not  perhaps  all  that  can  be 
desired,  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  any  excessive  amount 
of  sickness  to  the  inmates,  and  being  cheap  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  they  supply  a  much  needed  want  for  old  couples,  and 
unskilled  labourers  and  their  families.  One  great  defect  is  that 
many  of  the  window  sashes  are  not  made  to  open,  certainly  the 
top  sash  should  be  available  for  the  ingress  of  fresh  air,  and  for 
ventilation. 

Public  Health  Committee.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  this 
Committee  has  at  last  been  formed,  consisting  of  11  members  of 
the  Council,  and  I  quite  anticipate  that  it  will  be  the  means  of 
increased  interest  being  taken  in  questions  appertaining  to  the 
health  of  all  classes  of  the  community.  The  various  clauses 
of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  will  shortly  be 
brought  forward  for  consideration,  and  for  the  formation  of 
fresh  regulations.  No  back  to  back  houses  have  been  erected  for 
many  years,  and  a  great  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the 
paving  of  yards. 
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R.S.P.C.A.  and  N.S.P.C.A.  The  two  local  agents  of  these 
excellent  Societies  have  as  in  former  years  afforded  every  assist¬ 
ance  to  the  authorities.  Inspector  Yates  devoting  his  attention  to 
animals  ;  Inspector  Bansor’s  knowledge  being  very  useful  as 
regards  the  home  surroundings  of  the  children.  It  is  the  har¬ 
monious  working  between  officials  of  different  bodies  and  organiza¬ 
tions  that  makes  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say  there  has  never  been  any  jealous  friction  in 
Peterborough. 

Nuisances.  The  Sanitary  arrangements  of  369  houses  were 
found  to  be  defective,  generally  in  connection  with  the  drains,  I 
hope  some  New  Bye-law  will  be  introduced  by  the  Building  and 
Plans  Sub-committee,  forbidding  any  interference  with  house  drains 
until  notice  in  writing  has  been  given  to  the  Sanitary  Authority  ; 
repairing  of  the  drains  would  then  be  carried  out  under  official 
supervision,  and  not  in  the  slip  shod  manner  which  is  now  too 
often  the  case. 

With  regard  to  24  dirty  houses,  3  were  is  such  a  filthy  con¬ 
dition  and  the  children  so  neglected,  that  proceedings  were  taken 
by  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 
Convictions  resulted  in  all  three  cases,  the  maximum  penalty  of  six 
months  with  hard  labour  being  inflicted  upon  three  defendants, 
whilst  binding  over  to  come  up  for  judgment  within  twelve  months 
was  considered  sufficient  in  the  other,  followed  by  marked  and 
decided  improvement.  It  is  often  hastily  assumed  that  dirt 
indicates  poverty,  a  very  fallacious  idea  ;  there  are  very  many 
clean  and  tidy  homes  in  the  City  where  the  wages  of  the  bread¬ 
winner  are  correspondingly  small.  Intemperance  and  idleness  are 
the  two  vices  chiefly  associated  with  neglected  homes  ;  in  one  of 
the  above  cases  a  total  income  of  35/-  was  being  earned  every 
week  by  the  inmates. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  Generally  in  a  very  good  con¬ 
dition,  only  minor  defects  being  observed.  There  was  a  consider¬ 
able  increase  in  the  Pea  Sorting  industry  last  autumn,  Peas  being 
received  at  72  houses,  these  were  all  carefully  inspected,  and  ten 
found  unsuitable  owing  to  their  dirty  condition,  due  notices  were 
at  once  sent  to  the  Firms  concerned,  and  any  further  supply 
prohibited. 

I  am  not  sure  that  this  industry  is  altogether  an  unmixed 
blessing.  Wages  are  small,  hours  long,  houses  littered  up,  and 
children  often  kept  away  from  school  to  assist  ;  I  have  myself  seen 
them  sitting  up  at  night  sorting  peas  when  they  ought  to  have  been 
in  bed,  straining  their  eyes  by  the  dim  light  of  a  sputtering  oil  lamp, 
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or  the  doubtful  illumination  afforded  by  a  tallow  candle.  This 
seems  to  be  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the  Factory  Act.  On  the  part 
of  some  employers  of  labour,  chiefly  tailors,  there  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  laxity  in  sending  in  lists  of  out-workers  as  prescribed 
by  statute  ;  these  lists  are  often  indispensable  in  tracing  infectious 
diseases,  so  a  circular  calling  attention  to  their  neglect  is  about  to 
be  sent  round. 

General  Summary.  In  most  respects  the  health  of  Peter¬ 
borough  was  entirely  satisfactory.  There  were  not  many  notifica¬ 
tions  of  infectious  disease,  especially  with  respect  to  Diphtheria, 
although  12  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  appear  in  the  returns,  it  will  be 
found  on  analysis  that  only  four  cases  belonged  to  the  City  proper, 
three  of  which  were  certainly  doubtful,  so  that  one  only  remained, 
the  other  eight  cases  were  due  to  outside  causes.  The  General 
Death  Rate  as  well  as  that  of  children  under  12  months  of  age  was 
far  below  the  average  of  most  towns. 
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5  A  NATO  RIUM  REPO  RT. 


Accommodation.  26  Beds.  Scarlet  Fever  16,  Diphtheria  5  ; 
Enteric  Fever  5.  81  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year.  The 

average  number  since  the  opening  of  the  Institution  in  1901,  is  99 
patients  per  annum. 

Analysis.  The  following  table  will  show  the  different  records 
of  cases,  with  results  : 


Diseases. 

Remaining 

in 

Sanatorium 
January  rst, 
1909. 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

Discharges. 

Remaining 

in 

Sanatorium 
Dec.  31st, 
1909. 

Diphtheria 

2 

17 

1 

16 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

10 

52 

•  •  • 

45 

17 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

3 

4 

2 

Other  Diseases... 

•  •  • 

3 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

Totals 

12 

81 

5 

67  |  21 

The  other  diseases  consisted  of  one  case  sent  in  under 
observation  for  4  days,  one  doubtful  rash  which  proved  to  be 
Measles,  and  one  case  of  Brights  Disease  who  died  immediately 
on  admission. 

Mortality.  5  Deaths.  Case  Mortality  6  per  cent  ;  the  fatality 
from  Enteric  Fever  was  due  to  the  severity  of  the  attack  accom¬ 
panied  by  profuse  and  persistent  Diarrhoea. 

Admissions.  Percentage  of  admissions  to  notifications  80 
per  cent.  76  Cases  were  admitted  from  the  City,  and  5  from  the 
Rural  Districts,  3  Scarlet  Fever,  1  Diphtheria,  1  other  Disease,  on 
a  weekly  payment  of  £2  2  0,  with  10/6  use  of  Ambulance.  A 
similar  charge  was  made  for  3  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  sent  to  the 
Workhouse  from  Crowland. 
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Staff.  None  contracted  any  infectious  disease,  and  their 
health  was  uniformly  good. 


Cost.  Average  daily  cost  of  provisions,  Staff  and  Patients 
inclusive,  lid.  per  person. 


Stay  in  Sanatorium.  Average  time,  all  cases 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Other  Diseases 


33  days. 


12 

46 

90 

4 


n 

n 

n 

n 


Conclusion.  I  have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  for  their  uniform  courtesy  and  co-operation.  The  high 
percentage  of  admissions  to  notifications,  80  per  cent.,  is  proof 
positive  of  the  utility  and  popularity  of  the  Sanatorium  ;  the 
numerous  verbal  and  written  expressions  of  thanks  from  old 
patients  and  friends  testify  their  appreciation  for  the  care  and 
attention  which  Miss  Thomas,  the  Matron,  Nurse  Firby,  Charge 
Nurse,  and  the  other  Nurses  devote  to  those  who  are  entrusted  to 
their  charge.  No  parents  need  be  afraid  of  sending  their  little 
ones  to  the  Sanatorium. 


SMALL  POX  HOSPITAL. 

Small  Pox  Hospital.  For  the  reception  of  cases  of  Small 
Pox  only,  situated  in  the  Rural  District  about  Ik  miles  from  the 
Market  Place,  on  land  forming  part  of  the  Corporation  Sewage 
Farm.  There  is  accommodation  for  8  beds,  the  Rural  Districts 
having  a  claim  on  4  beds  by  payment  of  an  annual  contribution  of 
£30  0  0.  The  Hospital  is  in  charge  of  a  Caretaker  and  his  Wife. 
No  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  WILLIAM  JOLLY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

March  18th,  1910. 


11 


City  Surveyor’s  Office, 

Peterborough, 

21st  March,  1910. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  hand  you  the  accompanying  Report  upon  Sanitary 
matters  within  the  Borough  during  the  year  ended  31st  December 
last. 

House  Drainage.  The  Sanitary  arrangements  of  369  dwell¬ 
ing  houses,  were  upon  inspection,  discovered  to  be  more  or  less  de¬ 
fective,  the  drains  of  24  of  them  were  imperfectly  laid,  the  joints  upon 
being  tested  proving  to  be  leaky,  the  pipes  were  taken  up  and 
relaid  with  watertight  joints. 

The  soil  pipes  connected  with  the  interior  water  closets  of 
two  houses  were  found  to  be  placed  within  the  buildings,  they 
were  taken  out  and  fixed  upon  the  outside. 

24  Defective  D  traps  were  removed  from  house  drains,  earth¬ 
enware  gullies  fixed  in  place  thereof. 

The  drains  of  5  houses  were  inefficiently  ventilated,  4  in.  pipes 
were  fixed  in  connection  with  them. 

The  several  Sanitary  defects  above  referred  to  were  attended 
to  without  delay. 

Dirty  Houses.  22  Dirty  houses  were  inspected,  in  3  instances 
it  was  found  necessary  to  report  to  your  Authority  before  attention 
was  given  to  cleansing  by  the  occupiers. 

Over= crowding.  7  Cases  of  Over-crowding  were  enquired 
into,  in  3  of  them  it  was  found  that  sufficient  accommodation  was 
provided,  in  the  other  4  either  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  the 
occupants  took  place  or  houses  with  larger  accommodation  were 
obtained. 

Marine  Stores.  The  several  licensed  Marine  Stores  were 
frequently  inspected,  in  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  call 
attention  to  the  offensive  accumulation  upon  the  premises,  the 
nuisances  were  quickly  abated. 
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Keeping*  of  Swine,  etc.  Six  offences  against  the  Rye-Laws 
respecting  the  keeping  of  Swine  were  committed,  upon  being 
cautioned  the  owners  of  the  Swine  removed  the  cause  of  complaint. 

There  were  ffve  cases  in  which  fowls  and  pigeons  were  found 
to  be  kept  so  near  to  dwelling  houses  as  to  be  objectionable,  each 
case  was  dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Eight  nuisances  arising  from  offensive  accumulations  of  manure 
were  abated. 

A  Bullock,  which  was  pronounced  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector 
to  be  suffering  from  acute  tuberculosis,  was  found  in  a  yard  near 
the  Cattle  Market  ;  and  three  sheep  in  a  very  emaciated  condition 
were  removed  from  the  Cattle  Market  ;  they  were  all  slaughtered 
and  means  taken  to  prevent  them  being  used  for  human  food. 

Bakehouses,  etc.  The  44  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  were 
frequently  inspected,  in  no  case  was  any  serious  offence  discovered  ; 
the  occupiers  of  three  sugar  boiling  houses  were  cautioned  against 
the  dirty  condition  of  their  premises,  in  one  instance  it  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  notice  of  abatement. 

Slaughter  Houses.  The  whole  of  the  Slaughter  Houses 
were  periodically  inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  The  several  Cowsheds  within  the 
Borough,  19  in  number,  and  the  Dairies  connected  therewith,  and 
also  the  9  milk  sellers  premises,  were  visited  on  several  occasions  ; 
thev  were  also  found  to  be  in  good  order. 

j  O 

Disinfection.  110  Houses  were  Disinfected  during  the  year 
after  51  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  19  of  Diphtheria,  8  of  Typhoid 
Fever,  and  32  of  Phthisis  ;  4  public  schools  were  also  Disinfected 
after  out-breaks  of  Measles,  and  the  Disinfecting  Stove  at  the 
Sanatorium  was  used  on  32  occasions  for  purifying  articles  after 
infectious  cases. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  Numerous  inspections  were 
made  under  the  above  Act  and  several  offences  discovered,  viz.  : 
inefficiently  ventilated  and  lighted  work  rooms  1,  overcrowded 
workrooms  1,  insufficient  water  closet  accommodation  2,  no 
separate  water  closet  accommodation  for  the  sexes  1,  minor 
sanitary  defective  arrangements  10. 

Immediate  steps  were  taken  in  each  case  and  the  several 
matters  complained  of  were  attended  to. 


House  Refuse.  5765  Loads  of  House  Refuse  were  removed,, 
this  quantity  is  a  reduction  upon  that  of  last  year,  due  to  the 
collection  of  waste  paper  by  the  Salvation  Army  Staff. 

House  Refuse  is  collected  weekly  throughout  the  Borough,  in 
the  shop  portion  of  the  town  two  collections  and  in  some  cases 
three  are  made  ;  a  desire  has  been  expressed  for  a  more  frequent 
collection  generally  and  the  matter  is  under  consideration. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

].  W.  WALSHAW, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  IV 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1  909. 
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Causes  of  Death. 
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under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
j  upwards. 

North 

Ward. 

West 

Ward. 

East 
|  Ward. 

South 

Ward. 

Small  Pox 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Measles 

7 

o 

0 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

4 

2 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

a  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

i 

Diphtheria  (including 

•  •  • 

Membranous  Croup 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

Croup 

.  .  . 

... 

... 

(Typhus 

•  .  . 

... 

... 

Fever  j  Enteric 

1 

1 

1 

a  a  a 

(Other  continued 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

9 

5 

4 

1 

5 

"■> 

a 

l 

Cholera 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Plague 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

a  a  a 

1 

Enteritis 

3 

1 

1 

1 

± 

i 

a  a  a 

2 

Gastritis 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Puerperal  Fever 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Erysipelas 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

a  a  a 

l 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis) 

37 

2 

1 

6 

27 

1 

8 

14 

11 

4 

2 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

14 

2 

4 

o 

J 

3 

2 

•  •  a 

5 

2 

5 

2 

4 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

51 

... 

27 

24 

10 

14 

23 

4 

9 

Bronchitis 

35 

4 

n 

A 

3 

25 

3 

13 

13 

6 

4 

Pneumonia 

17 

l 

1 

•  •  • 

5 

10 

2 

7 

7 

1 

3 

Pleurisy 

•  •  • 

*  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Other  Diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  Organs 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

1 

Alcoholism — 

a  a  a 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

4 

... 

J 

1 

1 

2 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

Venereal  Diseases 

4 

... 

4 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Premature  Birth 

13 

13 

... 

a  a  a 

1 

3 

5 

4 

a  a  a 

Diseases  and  Accidents 

of  Parturition 

1 

... 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

Heart  Diseases 

56 

2 

3 

2 

1.7 

32 

9 

25 

17 

5 

8 

Accidents 

16 

4 

1 

4 

7 

2 

9 

5 

a  a  a 

7 

Suicides 

2 

, 

... 

2 

1 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

All  other  Causes 

117 

17 

3 

6 

2 

25 

64 

29 

28 

51 

9 

36 

All  Causes 

393 

48 

19 

15 

14 

127 

170 

74 

132 

149 

38 

81 

TABLE  V. 


infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1  909. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  week.  | 

1-2  Weeks. 

2-3  Weeks. 

3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

5-6  Months. 

6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

9-10  Months. 

10-11  Months. 

11-12  Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

Small  Pox 

Chicken  Pox 

Measles 

o 

A 

n 

J 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria — Croup  ... 

1 

l 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

l 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

1 

i 

Gastritis 

Premature  Birth 

3 

-> 

A 

1 

a 

9 

o 

5 

Congenital  Defects  ... 
Injury  at  Birth 

? 

l 

3 

1 

12  I 

Want  of  Breast-milk, 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 
Marasmus 

1 

1 

i 

7 

1 

1 

6 

Tuberculous 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculous 

Peritonitis 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous 
Diseases 

Ervsipelas 

Syphilis 

1 

1 

1 

Rickets 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

5 

Meningitis 

Convulsions 

2 

7 

1 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 

1 

j 

i 

1 

i 

4 

1 

1 

All  causes 

8 

4 

1 

4 

17 

6 

5 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

... 

3 

5 

48 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  35,434. 


irtbs  in  the 
year 


Legitimate  ...  634 
Illegitimate...  39 


Deaths  in  the 
year  of 


Legitimate  Infants 
Illegitimate  Infants 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  ail  ages,  397* 
%  &  . 


42 

6 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework 


s  .—inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories  •••  •••  •••  •••  > 

(Including  Factory  Laundries). 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries).  r 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 

T  otal  • •  •  • « • 

86 

10 

— 

86 

10 

— 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Referred  to 

- 

Found. 

Remedied 

H.M. 

Inspector. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

• — -  - 

— 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

1 

Other  nuisances 

10 

10 

0  1  insufficient 

2 

2 

bani  ai>  accom-  !  unsuitable  or  defective 
modahon  j  not  separate  for  sexes 

10 

1 

10 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  &  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (S.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 

— 

— 

for  bakehouses  (SS.  97  to  100)... 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

— 

— 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3  of  this 

Report) 

— 

— 

Total 

25 

25 

HOME  WORK. 


Number  of 


List  of  Outworkers  (s.  10.7) 

Lists. 

Out¬ 

workers 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

In¬ 

stances. 

Notices 

served. 

Wearing  Apparel — Making 

7 

16 

8 

Pea  Picking 

n 

3 

72 

72 

10 

i 

Total 

10 

72 

72 

10 

l 

REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  year 


Number 

218 


OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  (s.  133) 


Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remedi¬ 
able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5). 


Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector. 
Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
H.M.  Inspector. 


Other 


Nil. 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 
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